
NASA FIRST Robotics Competition Sponsorship Application Directions for the 2020 Competition Season  

FIRST Robotics Competition scholarships are limited to high school students w ho are involved, or planning to get involved, in FRC s chool-

related robotics clubs or organizations. These FRC clubs and organizations must have the intention of inspiring students to pursue higher  

education and careers in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), as w ell as w orking w ith schools and teachers to in tegrate 
robotics education into daily curriculum. 

Welcome to the NASA FIRST Robotics Competition application process for the 2020 competition season. We are very excited your team 

is planning to participate in FIRST Robotics Competition this year. You are choosing to provide students w ith the opportunity to use their 

minds to accomplish an incredible task: starting w ith ideas that exist only in the minds of your team members and then creating a functioning 

robot in only a few  w eeks. Wow ! As you get started w ith the process of applying for sponsorship from NASA, w e w ant to explain  a few  
things to you. 

Important Dates: 

 Application Closes: 

 Post Awards 

 Grant Requirements Submission Deadline: 

 Entrance survey deadline: 

 Exit survey deadline: 

 Monday, September 30, 2019, 23:59:59 PDT 

 Week of November 11, 2019 

 Sunday, December 15, 2019 18:00:00 PST 

 Saturday, January 4, 2020 23:59:59 PST 

 Monday, June 1, 2020 23:59:59 PDT 

 

  

Several Important Notes for Filling out an Application:  

 NASA will stop accepting applications after: Monday, September 30, 2019, 23:59:59 PDT  

 Important notice: Final grant awards are contingent on continuing resolution and the availability of congressional 

funding. 

 NOTE: "FIRST Robotics Competition" refers to a request for a registration scholarship for a specif ic class of competition, at a 

specif ic location, beginning at a specif ic time. The Registration Scholarship, if  aw arded, pays your registration fee. These aw ards 

are not transferable. Typically these registrations fees run from $5,000 to $6,000, depending on the status of the applicant.  

 This grant is only available for the FIRST Robotics Competition, FRC, program level. 

 Please include only off ice/business contact information (phone number, email, etc.)  

 Do not use the BACK or REFRESH brow ser buttons w hile navigating this site. Doing so may cause the loss of your data. 

 You w ill have to register on our w eb site to be able to submit an application. After reading and agreeing w ith the statement at the 

bottom of the page, click the button to be taken to the registration area. Registration is for access to the NASA sponsorship 

application site only and does NOT register you w ith FIRST Robotics Competition. 

 NOTE: You w ill not be able to submit an application until you have a FIRST team number (either temporary or f inal team number) .  

 For non-rookie teams, you w ill use the team number you used in the past. Rookie teams w ill need to register w ith FIRST and 

receive a team number before they can submit an application. 

 After you log in to the application you w ill be able to save your w ork in progress and return to it at a later time for 

completion. NOTE: a saved application does not constitute a submission. Your application w ill not be submitted until you click on 

the "Submit" button, and are presented w ith the submittal status message on the top of the page. After a successful submittal, you 

w ill also receive an email confirmation. (If you do not receive an email confirmation of your application submittal, please c heck 

your junk mail/spam folder.) 

 You may only apply for ONE NASA grant each year. Modif ications to an application or application resubmission do not count 

against this limit. 

 The data you provide w ill be automatically validated for technical accuracy after you click on the save/submit button. Proble m 

areas w ill turn red and must be corrected before the data can be saved or submitted. NOTE: Your application has not been saved 

or submitted until the application saved or submitted status is presented on the top of the application page. After submittal, please 

print the confirmation page for your records and as proof of your submission. 

 It is encouraged to answ er essay questions in a text editor of your choice, then once complete, cut and paste your answ ers in to 

the appropriate text box w ithin the w eb application. 
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 In the event that a particular f ield is f lagged w hile saving or submitting an application, that f ield can be left bank in order 

to SAVE existing w ork. Once the issue surrounding the f lagged question is resolved and your application is complete, you w ill be 

able to submit it. 

 The application page has a 120 minute timeout and starts from the moment you login. If you exceed the 120 minute timeout w ithout 

saving your application, you w ill automatically be logged out of the w ebsite. In this case, all your unsaved data w ill be los t. Each 
time you save or submit your application, the session timer w ill be reset so you w ill have an additional 120 minutes to complete 

your application. NOTE: The w ebsite w ill stop accepting applications promptly at the specif ied deadline, in w hich case, you w ill 

not be able to extend your session or submit an application after the deadline, even w hen logged into the w ebsite. 

 You w ill need to have JavaScript enabled in your brow ser. You have JavaScript turned on! 

 Applications w ill be accepted betw een Sunday, September 1, 2019, 00:00:00 PDT and Monday, September 30, 2019, 23:59:59 

PDT. Applications submitted after Monday, September 30, 2019, 23:59:59 PDT w ill not be considered. 

 NASA w ill review  submitted applications and inform teams of their selection via the NASA Robotics Alliance Project (RAP) web 

site (https://robotics.nasa.gov). It is our plan to announce selections no later than the Week of November 11, 2019. Please note 

that this is our current best estimate for the announcement date. The date may have to change due to circumstances beyond our 

control. If  this should happen, a revised estimate of the announcement date w ill be posted on the RAP w eb site as quickly as 

possible. 

 Please do not w ait until the last minute to login and submit your application; the w ebsite w ill stop accepting applications promptly  

at the specif ied deadline, regardless of w hen you logged in. 

 NOTE: Please use the latest version of your preferred w eb brow ser: Internet Explorer, Firefox, Google Chrome, Safari, Opera, 

etc... 

Definitions: 

 

For the purposes of applying for a NASA sponsorship, teams are grouped into three categories - "rookie", "second-year", and "veteran." In 

all cases, w e accept the identif ications provided by the FIRST Robotics Competition to determine into w hich category a particular team may  
fall. The categories are defined as follow s: 

 Rookie  - A Rookie Team is one that is entering the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) for the f irst time. For this application 

process, w e use the criteria provided by FIRST to determine if a team is a rookie or not. 

 Second-Year - A Second-Year Team is one that w as identif ied by FIRST as a rookie team during the 2019 FRC competition 

season (the 2019 competition season refers to the season that began in January 2019) AND w as sponsored by NASA during the 

2019 competition season. To be eligible to apply for a second year NASA grant, the team must have successfully registered, 

created a team, built a robot, competed in at least one 2019 FIRST Robotics Competition event, and successfully completed all 

the requirements of their aw arded 2019NASA grant. In the event that a NASA-funded team w as a Rookie Team prior to 2019 and 

did not apply for Second-Year Status the follow ing year or did apply and w as not aw arded Second-Year Status, they may not apply 

for this category even if they did not compete during that year. 

 Veteran - A Veteran Team is any team registered w ith FIRST that had their rookie year during the 2018 FRC competition season 

(the 2018 competition season refers to the season that began in January 2018) or earlier, OR w as a Rookie Team during the 2019 

competition season and not funded by NASA. 

  

Types Of Sponsorship:  

Three types of NASA sponsorship are available to teams. These are described below . Teams may only apply for one type of NASA 

sponsorship. 

 

 Regional Challenge Grants: In conjunction w ith the sponsorship of Regional Competition events, NASA is making Region al 

Challenge Grants available to teams that participate in these specif ic events. The grants provide funding to cover the regist ration 

costs for the selected event. All funding w ill be sent directly to FIRST, and FIRST w ill credit the accounts of teams selected to 
receive a NASA sponsorship. 

Rookie Teams: The Regional Challenge Grants are intended for new  rookie teams that are entering the FRC program for 

the f irst time. Rookie teams that successfully participate in the 2019 program may apply for a second y ear of Regional 
Challenge Grant sponsorship in 2020. 

  

https://robotics.nasa.gov/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/17621/internet-explorer-downloads
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/
https://www.google.com/chrome/
https://support.apple.com/downloads/safari
https://www.opera.com/
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Second-Year Teams: Second-year funding is available ONLY to those teams that received a "rookie year sponsorship" from 
NASA for the SAME event during the 2019 competition season. 

 

The Aerospace Valley Regional, Regional Challenge is only available to Rookie and Second-Year teams for the 2020 competition 

season. 

 Program Growth Grants: Program Grow th Grants are being offered to teams in their f irst tw o years of participation in 

the FIRST Robotics Competition. This sponsorship is not tied to any particular competition event. The grants w ill provide funding 

to cover the registration costs for the team to attend their 1st competition event. Program Grow th Grants are aw arded for up to 

tw o years. All funding w ill be sent directly to FIRST, and FIRST w ill credit the accounts of teams selected to receive a NASA 
Program Grow th Grant. 

Second-year teams: Priority w ill be given to second-year teams that received a NASA Program Grow th Grant as a rookie 

during the 2019 season. Based on their successful participation in the 2019 season, and their continued participation in 
the FIRST Robotics Competition program, any of these teams may apply for a second year of sponsorship for the 2020 

season. 

 

Rookie teams: After the second-year teams are selected, any remaining resources may be applied to applications  

received from teams that w ill be rookies during the 2020 competition season (as defined by FIRST). Depending upon the 

availability of Congressionally appropriated funding, rookie teams that successfully participate in the program in 2020 

may apply for a second year of sponsorship for the 2021 season. 

 

Veteran teams: Except as noted above, these NASA sponsorship programs are primarily intended to provide support for 

rookie teams that are just entering the FIRST Robotics Competition program. The intent of Program Grow th Grants is to 

assist in the formation of new  teams. How ever, it may not be possible to aw ard all available sponsorships to qualif ied 

second-year or rookie teams. In this event, qualif ied veteran teams that have applied for sponsorship may be selected. 

Applications for Program Grow th Grants from veteran teams w ill be considered after all rookie team and second-year 
team applications have been evaluated. 

 Sustaining Grants: It is recognized that this is again an extraordinarily diff icult year for many teams due to the national economic  

situation. Due to the extreme circumstances, many long-term teams have lost signif icant corporate sponsorship and are on the 

brink of ceasing operations. It is our intent to provide short-term assistance to those teams to allow  them to continue productive 

participation in the program w hile they identify and acquire new  long-term sponsorship. Tow ard that end, NASA w ill accept 

applications for "Sustaining Grants" to provide registration aw ards for qualif ied veteran teams. Sustaining Grants are intended to 

help teams on the verge of dissolution, and are not intended to be funding for a team's participation in a second or third competition 

events of the season. 

 

To qualify, teams must document that they have lost one or more of the primary f inancial sponsors that they had during the 2019 

season, and explain how  this loss of sponsorship affects the potential for survival of the team. The team must also describe their 
plans for recovery of long-term sponsorship, and how  this w ill be acquired in time to sustain the team beyond the 2020 season. 

 
The Sustaining Grants are one-year, one-time grants, and may not be offered again in the future. 

Limitations of All NASA Grants: 

 While NASA strongly supports the expansion of the FIRST Robotics Competition into an international event, we regret that we 

cannot offer sponsorship to non-US teams. 

 Applications from second-year and veteran teams previously funded by NASA w ill not be accepted if all the requirements of the 

original grant have not been satisf ied. Please make sure that any outstanding requirements are completed and submitted prior to 
submitting an application for a 2020 grant. 

Requirements of All NASA Grants:  

All teams selected by NASA agree to the follow ing conditions of sponsorship. Teams not complying w ith all sponsorship requirements w ill 

not be considered for future NASA grants and may be required to provide reimbursement of funds applied tow ard their team during the 

competition year. 

1. "NASA" MUST BE IDENTIFIED as a team sponsor and appear in the sponsored team's off icial name on record w ith FIRST. Other  

sponsors may be listed before or after NASA, but NASA must be included. 

2. All student team members MUST COMPLETE a brief general online survey at both the beginning and end of the season to assist 

NASA in assessing the impact of the program. The survey at the beginning MUST BE COMPLETED prior to the kickoff event.* 
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3. Sponsored teams MUST COMPLETE and submit an annual report (aka Chairman's Aw ard) to NASA.* 

4. We must receive a letter of support from your educational institution sponsor (school or other educational entity: 4-H, Non-Profit,  

Scout Troop, etc). This letter must endorse the team's desire to apply for funding, confirm the educational sponsor's commitment 

to the team, and agree to the conditions of sponsorship. Teams w ill not be required to submit this documentation until they are 

selected for an aw ard.* 

5. A robot MUST BE COMPLETED and shipped to the appropriate competition. 

6. If  the sponsorship is associated w ith a specif ic regional event, sponsored teams  MUST ATTEND the specif ic event for w hich the 

sponsorship w as aw arded. Additionally, teams agree to attend all days of the sponsored competition. 

7. Sponsorship MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED to another team; it must be used by the original team applying for sponsorship. 

*IMPORTANT: Teams selected for an aw ard w ill be given access to the new  “portal” w ebsite, w here they can manage the submissions of 

the grant-supporting documentation (Chairman’s Aw ard, Educational Institutional Letter of Support, and Sustaining Documentation) and 

view  the status of the surveys. 

Additionally, teams applying for a second year NASA sponsorship must: 

  Demonstrate at least $5,000 of existing corporate or community funding, and 

  Agree to mentor a rookie robotics team either directly or via telephone/email/etc. 

Contact Information:  

Should you have any questions please send an email to AGENCY-FRC-Grants@mail.nasa.gov We strive to respond to your message 

w ithin one business day. 
  

Please note this site collects a w ide array of information to allow  us to effectively review  and asses s proposals. The contact information 
collected here w ill never be shared w ith anyone outside of the Robotics Alliance Project Office. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the collection of this data, please contact us at:  AGENCY-FRC-Grants@mail.nasa.gov. 

  

    

    
 

  

    

The NASA FRC application for robotics competition sponsorship is now  closed. 
This page remains available for informational purposes. 
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